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X~"\OLOMBIA,  at the north-
I          eastern extremity of

V^^^X South America, is a re-
public, tifrli in area,
among the countries of
that continent. Previous
to 1902 it included in its
area the present republic
of Panama; geographers
now class the latter as a
part of the North Ameri-
can continent. The exact
area of Colombia is un-
certain, but it is about
495,500 square mile?, and
the population (1925) is
6,923,000, about fourteen

_______________people to the square mile.

This census includes practically all
Indians in the country, whose number is
given as about 158,000. The language
of Colombia is Spanish (see DEMARCATION",
LINE OF). The country was named in honor
of Christopher Columbus, and has been
inhabited by white men, at first few in num-
ber, almost from the time Europe was able
to take advantage of the discovery of the
continent. The capital city is Bogota (which
see).

Surface and Drainage. The surface is
very mountainous. The Andes, entering
from Ecuador, divide in southwest Colombia,
into three branches, namely, the west range;
the central range, which has the highest peaks
in Colombia, including the volcanoes Tolema,
18,000 feet high, Huila and Purace; the
eastern range, a continuation or branch of
the central, from which it is separated by
Magdalena River. This chain divides in the
north, the eastern extending into Venezuela,
and the western extending northward, join-
ing the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta near
the coast. There are many rivers, the chief
of which is the Magdalena, which has a
length of 1,000 miles and is navigable for
almost 850 miles. The tributaries are the
Cauca and the Atrato, the Meta and the
Guaviare, the latter two tributaries of the
Orinoco, and the Negro and Japara, both,
affluents of the Amazon.

Climate. The climate varies in different
parts. The coast plains are generally hot and
damp, while the central plateaus and high
tablelands have a pleasant and healthful
climate and abundant rains. In the south-
west portion the plains are exceedingly dry.

Mineral Kesonrces. Colombia is rich in
minerals. The mountainous regions abound
in gold and silver. The chief center of gold
mining is Antioquia: of silver, at Tolima and
Cauca. The annual output of gold and silver
amounts to $4.500,000. Iron, copper, lead
and salt are also found to some extent.
Emeralds of an exceedingly fine quality are
mined in the State of Boyaco. There is a
good deal of coal, but as yet it has not been
mined to any considerable extent

Agriculture. There is a vast area of good
soil, but only a small portion is under culti-
vation. Agriculture is the chief industry,
but most of it is yet carried on by primitive
methods. Coffee, tobacco and sugar cane are
grown in the hot regions, and wheat, corn
and barley in the more temperate parts. In
the deep forests vegetation is very luxuriant.
The banana tree is found in most parts, and
that fruit is an important article of export.
So inadequate is transportation that it costs
more to bring wheat to the coast towns from
the interior than to bring it by vessel from
the United States.

Transportation. There are not many rail-
roads, owing to the mountainous character of
the country; in 1925 there were over 1,100
miles in operation. The absence of good
country roads, most of them being merely
beaten tracks, is partly compensated for by
the many navigable rivers. Many steam-
boats ply the Magdalena.

Education. Education is largely main-
tained by the state. Besides the public
schools, there are a university at Bogota
(founded in 1572), a national institution for
workmen and a school of arts and trades.
The elementary schools are free, but at-
tendance is not compulsory. Seventy-three
per cent of the people are unable to read;
Indians and negroes comprise most of this
total.

Government. The President and Yiee-
President are chosen for six years by an
electoral college. There is a Council of State
of six members. The Congress consists of
two houses, a Senate of thirty-five members,
and a House of ^Representatives of ninety-
two members. Each of the fourteen depart-
ments into which the republic is divided has
a governor appointed by the President and
an assembly elected hy the people.

History. In 1536 the united forces of the
Spaniards overcame the Indians who dwelt
around this region, and after this Spanish